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 John Ronald Engel 
 
Senior Research Consultant 
The Center for Humans and Nature  
109 West 77th Street, #2 
New York, New York 10024 
(212-362-7170)   
 
Professor Emeritus 
Meadville/Lombard Theological School  
(University of Chicago affiliate) 
5701 S. Woodlawn Avenue       
Chicago, Illinois 60637         
(773-256-3000) 
 
Direct address: 
P.O. Box 717 
Beverly Shores, Indiana 46301 
(219-874-0067) 
jronengel@comcast.net 
 
FIELDS OF ACADEMIC TEACHING AND STUDY 
Religious Social Ethics 
Environmental Ethics, Philosophy and History 
Public Ministry 
Liberal Religious Theology and Literature 
 
EDUCATION 
Ph.D. University of Chicago Divinity School, 1977, Ethics and Society (Ph.D. examinations 
 with Distinction) 
M.A. University of Chicago Divinity School, 1971, Ethics and Society    
B.D. Meadville Theological School, 1964 (with Highest Distinction) 
A.B. Johns Hopkins University, 1958, majors in Biological Sciences and Writing Seminars 
 
Courses to meet State of Maryland secondary school teaching certification requirements 
 John Hopkins University, 1958-1960 
Piano and theory of composition, Peabody Conservatory of Music, 1954-1958  
 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
Meadville/Lombard: 
Professor Emeritus, Meadville/Lombard Theological School, 2003--  
Research Professor in Environmental and Social Ethics, Meadville/Lombard Theological School,  
 2000-- 2003 
Professor of Social Ethics, 1983-2000, Associate Professor, 1977-1983, Assistant Professor, 
1970-1977, Instructor, 1965-1970, Dean of Faculty, 1970-1975 
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University of Chicago: 
Visiting Lecturer in Ethics and Society, Divinity School, University of Chicago, 1977-2000 
Environmental Studies Faculty, The College, University of Chicago, 1996-2003 
 
Other: 
Research Associate, The Commons: Institute for the Independent Sector, Chicago and Washing-
ton, D.C., 1968-1972 
Co-Director, Unitarian Universalist Center for Urban Ministry, Chicago, Illinois, 1964-1970 
Minister, Second Unitarian Church, Chicago, Illinois, 1965-1970  
Minister, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Berrien County, Michigan, 1963-1965 
Community Organizer, University Neighborhoods Council, Washington, D.C., 1963 
Intern Minister, All Souls Church, Unitarian, Washington, D.C., 1962-1963  
Permanent Seasonal Ranger, Isle Royale National Park, Michigan, 1960-1962  
High School Biology Teacher, Baltimore City and Baltimore County Public Schools, 1959-1960  
 
PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP  
Founder and Chair, Ethics Working Group, World Conservation Union, Gland, Switzerland,  
 1984-1996 
Co-Chair, Ethics Specialist Group, Commission on Environmental Law, World Conservation   
 Union, Gland, Switzerland, 2000-2005  
Steering Committee, Global Ecological Integrity Group, Toronto, Canada, 2005- 
IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas Task Force on Cities, 2005- 
Advisory Board, Collaborative Program on the Ethical Dimensions of Climate Change, Rock 
 Ethics Institute, Penn State University, 2004- 
Advisory Board, International Juridical Organization for Environment and Development, Rome, 
 2001- 
Member of the Board, Protestants for the Common Good, 2003-2005 
Co-convenor, Conference on the Earth Charter and Global Ethics, Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
 Pocantico Center, New York, 2002 
Core Member, International Drafting Committee, Earth Charter, Earth Council, San 
 Jose, Costa Rica,1994-2001  
Chair, Symposium on Theology and World Ethics, University of Chicago Divinity School, 1999  
Co-Investigator, Nature, Polis, Ethics: Chicago Regional Planning, Hastings Center for 
 Bioethics and Chicago Academy of Sciences, 1993-2001  
Co-Director, Chicago Program on Ecology, Justice and Faith, Association of Chicago 
 Theological Schools, 1993-2001  
Co-Convenor, Conference on Ethics, Development, and Global Values, University of Aberdeen, 
 Scotland, 1996 
Co-Chair, Chicago Cross-Disciplinary Institute on Ecology, Justice, and Faith, Chicago  
 Association of Theological Schools, 1995 
Executive Committee, International Development Ethics Association, School of 
 Public Policy, University of Maryland, 1992-2002 
Co-Chair, Symposium on  James Luther Adams and the Democratic Prospect, 
 Meadville/Lombard Theological School, 1991-1993 
Founding Co-Chair, Collegium: Association for Liberal Religious Studies, 1974-1978 
Advisory Board, Shirley Heinz Environmental Fund, Indiana, 1992- 
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EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARDS 
Editorial Advisory Board, American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, 1985- 
Advisory Editor, Environmental Conservation: An International Journal of Environmental 
  Science, Cambridge, U.K., 1996- 
Advisory Editor, Worldviews: Environment, Culture, Religion, Cambridge, U.K., 1998- 
Editorial Advisory Board, Ecological Restoration, Society for Ecological Restoration, University 
 of Wisconsin Arboretum, 1998-2002 
Advisory Board, Beacon Press, Boston, 1984-1992 
 
GRANTS 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation grant for Program in Ecology, Justice, and 
Faith  in Theological Education, 1993-2001 
Laurence Rockefeller research and writing grant, 1998-1999 
World Conservation Union Council and Secretariat grants for Ethics Working Group, 1991-1993 
Lilly Endowment research grant, 1991-1993 
The Philanthropic Cooperative grant for Bibliography on Ecology, Justice, and Christian Faith, 
 1992 
 
LISTED 
International Authors and Writers WhoÕs Who  
WhoÕs Who in America 
WhoÕs Who in Religion 
Directory of American Scholars 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
American Academy of Religion 
American Society for Environmental History 
Collegium: Association of Liberal Religious Scholars 
Commission on Environmental Law, World Conservation Union 
Fellow, Eco-Ethics International Union, Oldendorf/Luhe, Germany 
Highlands Institute for American Philosophy, Religion, and Theology 
International Network for Cultural Alternatives to Development (INCAD), Montreal 
International Society for Environmental Ethics 
International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature, and Culture 
Society of Christian Ethics 
The Society of Midland Authors 
Social Ethics Seminar 
Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association 
 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST MINISTRY  
Final Fellowship, Unitarian Universalist Association, 1967 
Ordination, First Unitarian Church of Chicago, 1971 
Member, Third Unitarian Church of Chicago 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Books and Edited Works 
 
Editor and Author.  Anvil: Working Papers of the Center for Urban Ministry.  Chicago: Center 
for Urban Ministry.  Nos. 1-9, March, 1966-June, 1969. 
 
Sacred Sands: The Struggle for Community in the Indiana Dunes.  Middletown, Conn.: 
Wesleyan University Press, 1983, 1986.  32 illus., 3 maps, 352 pp. (Meltzer National Book 
Award, Chicago Geographic Society Book Award, Hyde Park Historical Society Book Award) 
 
Editor.  James Luther Adams, Voluntary Associations: Socio-cultural Analyses and Theological 
Interpretation.  Chicago: Exploration Press at Chicago Theological Seminary, 1986.  
 
Co-editor.  With Joan Gibb Engel.  The Ethics of Environment and Development: Global Chal-
lenge, International Response.  First printing: London: Belhaven Press, Pinter Publishers, 1990; 
second printing: Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1991. 
 
Co-editor.  With Julie Denny-Hughes.  Advancing Ethics for Living Sustainably.  Sacramento, 
CA: International Center for the Environment and Public Policy, 1993. 
 
With Peter Bakken and Joan Gibb Engel.  Ecology, Justice, and Christian Faith: A Critical 
Guide to the Literature.  Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1995. 
 
Editor.  James Luther Adams: Religious and Political Liberalism.  Special issue of American 
Journal of Theology and Philosophy 16, 2 (January, 1996). 
 
Co-editor.  With William Lynn.  Global Ethics and the Earth Charter.  Special issue of World-
views 8/2 (Winter, 2004). 
 
Essays and Monographs 
 
Freed  for History.  Boston: UUA Department of Education, 1964. 
 
ÒParticipation in Social Conflict as a Resource for Empirical Theology: a Study in the Theology 
of Henry Nelson Wieman.Ó  Anvil 6 (Winter, 1967): 1-38. 
 
ÒBar-Brothel-Slum Bit: A Rebuttal.Ó  Journal of Liberal Ministry 7 (Winter 1967): 18-26. 
 
ÒDeicide: The Experience of Violence and Guilt.Ó  Dialog: A Journal of Theology 7 (Autumn 
1968): 275-281.    
 
ÒFrom Commons to Corporation:  
 
ÒToward a Theology of the Public Realm.Ó  Journal of Liberal Ministry 10/1 (Win-
ter 1970): 29-45. 
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ÒOn the Authority of American Civil Religion.Ó  Journal of Liberal Ministry 10/2 (Spring 1970): 
8-27. 
 
ÒSidney E. MeadÕs Tragic Theology of the Republic.Ó  Journal of the American Acad-
emy of Religion 44 (1976): 155-165. 
 
ÒThe New Primitivism.Ó  In Belonging and Alienation, pp. 33-64.  Edited by Phil Hefner and W. 
Widick Schroeder.  Chicago: Center for the Scientific Study of Religion, 1977.  
 
ÒJohn DeweyÕs Philosophy of the Common World.Ó  In Belief and Ethics, pp. 21-38.  Edited by 
W. Widick Schroeder and Gibson Winter.  Chicago: Center for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
1978. 
 
ÒThe Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore: A Case Study.Ó  In Proceedings of the Conference on 
Scientific Research in the National Parks (2nd).  Held at San Francisco, California on November 
26-30, 1979.  Volume 6: Sociology.  Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 1980.  
 
ÒSacred Sands: The Civil Religion of the Indiana Dunes.Ó  Landscape: A Journal of Cultural 
Geography, Architecture, City and Regional Planning, Landscape Architecture and related 
fields 25 (January 1981):  1-10.  Illus. 
 
ÒCivil Religion and Sacred Space.Ó  In Ecological Consciousness: Essays from the Earthday X 
Colloquium, University of Denver, April 21-24, 1980, pp 109-136.  Edited by Robert Schultz 
and Donald Hughes.  Washington, D.C.: University Press of America, 198l. 
 
ÒNovus Ordo Saeclorum.Ó  Religious Humanism 16 (Winter 1982):14-21.                 
 
ÒSocial Democracy, the Roots of Ecology, and the Preservation of the Indiana Dunes.Ó  Journal 
of Forest History 28 (January 1984): 4-13.  Illus. 
 
ÒChicago: Birthplace of Ecology.Ó  The Morton Arboretum Quarterly 20 (Summer 1984): 17-28.  
Illus.  
 
 Reprinted in Sand and Steel.  Edited by Stephen G.  McShane.  Calumet Regional Ar-
chives, Indiana University Northwest: Indiana Committee for the Humanities, 1987. 
 
ÒThe Question of the Place on Which We Stand: An Agenda for Religious Social Ethics.Ó  In 
Liberation and Ethics: Essays in Religious Ethics in Honor of Gibson Winter, pp.1-14.  Edited 
by Charles Amjad-ali and Alvin Pitcher.   Chicago: Center for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
1985. 
 
ÒEthics and the 21st Century: The Contributions of the Historic Traditions.Ó The George Wright 
Forum 4 (1985): 13-34. 
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 Reprinted in Ethical Values in a Changing World.  Edited by Rajammal P. Devadas and 
M. Chardaramani.  Coimbatore, India: Sri Ramakrishna Institute, 1987. 
 
 Reprinted as ÒEthicsÓ in The Future of the Environment: The Social Dimensions of Con-
servation and Ecological Alternatives, pp. 23-45.  Edited by David C. Pitt.  London: Routledge, 
1988.   
 
ÒRenewing the Bond of Mankind and Nature: Biosphere Reserves as Sacred Space.Ó  Orion Na-
ture Quarterly 4 (Summer 1985): 52-59. Illus.  
 
 Reprinted in Finding Home: Writing on Culture and Nature from Orion Magazine.  Ed-
ited by Peter Sauer.  Boston: Beacon Press, 1992. 
 
ÒThe Democratic Faith.Ó  American Journal of Theology and Philosophy 6 (May and September 
1985): 64-75. 
 
ÒAmerican Religious Humanism (1916-1936) and Its Leading Ideas Functioning as Metaphors of 
Ultimate Reality and Meaning.Ó  Journal of Ultimate Reality and Meaning 4 (1985): 262-76. 
 
ÒLandscape of the Future: The Challenge of a Global Ethic.Ó In The Benedictines of Lisle: Cen-
tennial Celebration of a Monastic Land Ideal, pp. 75-87.  Edited by Gloria Tysl.  Lisle, Illinois: 
Illinois Benedictine College and Illinois Humanities Council, 1986. 
 
ÒEco-Justice: Burning Word for Our Time.Ó UU-World.  April 12, 1987. 
 
ÒTeaching the Eco-Justice Ethic: The Parable of Billerica Dam.Ó  The Christian Century 104 
(May 13, 1987):466-69. 
 
 Reprinted in The Egg, Newsletter of the Cornell University Eco-Justice Project (Spring, 
1987). 
 
 Reprinted in Eco-justice: the Unfinished Journey, pp.69-78.  Edited by William E. Gib-
son.  Albany: State University of New York Press, 2002. 
 
ÒThe Theology of the Republic.Ó  In The Lively Experiment Continued, pp.49-67.  Edited by 
Jerald C. Brauer.  Macon, Ga.: Mercer University Press, 1987.  
 
ÒEcology and Social Justice: The Search for a Public Environmental Ethic.Ó  In Issues of Justice-
-Social Resources and Religious Meanings, pp. 243-267.  Edited by Warren R. Copeland and 
Roger D. Hatch.  Macon, Ga.: Mercer University Press, 1988. 
 
ÒPromoting the Development and Adoption of Environmental Ethics.Ó In The Ethics of Devel-
opment: Choices in Development Planning, pp. 55-65.  Edited by  Philip Hughes and Charmian 
Thirlwall.  Papua New Guinea: University of Papua New Guinea Press, 1988. 
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ÒThe Ethics and Symbolism of the Biosphere Reserve Concept.Ó  In Proceedings of the Sympo-
sium on Biosphere Reserves, 4th World Wilderness Congress, September 14-17, 1987, YMCA of 
the Rockies, Estes Park, Colorado, pp. 21-32.  Edited and translated by W.P. Gregg, Jr., S. L. 
Krugman, and J. D. Wood, Jr.  Atlanta: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 
1989. 
 
ÒFor Love of the World: The Public Ministry of James Reeb.Ó  In Unitarian Universalism 1989: 
Selected Essays, pp. 117-28.  Edited by Frederick E. Gillis.  Boston: Unitarian Universalist Min-
isters Association, 1990. 
 
ÒThe Ethics of Sustainable Development.Ó In J. Ronald Engel and Joan Gibb Engel, eds., The 
Ethics of Environment and Development: Global Challenge, International Response, pp. 1-23.  
London: Belhaven Press, Pinter Publishers, 1990; Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1991. 
 
 Summary published in Rajaram Krishnan, Jonathan M. Harris, and Neva R. Goodwin, 
eds., Frontier Articles in Economic Thought,  Vol. I in the series A Survey of Ecological Eco-
nomics.  Covelo, CA: Island Press, 1995. 
 
ÒRainforest as Metaphor: The Search for Public Ethics in the Australian Wet Tropics.Ó  In The 
Australian Tropical Rainforest--Science, Values, Meaning, pp. 150-160.  Edited by L. J. Webb 
and J. Kikkawa.  East Melbourne: CSIRO Publications, 1990. 
 
ÒAssisi/Mount Subasio as Sacred Space.Ó  In Report of Sacred Spaces, International 
Conference, March 21-22, 1990, Assisi, Italy, pp. 44-57.  Edited by Maria Luisa Cohen.  
Lausanne, Switzerland: Assisi Nature Council, 1990. 
 
  Reprinted in Earth Ethics Forum 2 (Summer, 1990): 11-20. 
 
ÒThe Ethical, Cultural, and Spiritual Dimensions of Conserving Biodiversity.Ó  The George 
Wright Forum 7 (1991) 3:21-23. 
 
ÒChristianity, Democracy, Ecology.Ó In Proceedings of Earth Ethics Forum 1991, pp. 235-241.  
Edited by George Bortnyk.  Seminole, Florida: Earth Ethics Research Group, 1991. 
 
ÒHuman Rights and Ecology.Ó  IARF World (1991) 2:9. 
 
ÒLiberal Democracy and the Fate of the Earth.Ó  In Spirit and Nature: Why the Environment is a 
Religious Issue--An Interfaith Dialogue, pp.59-82.  Edited by John Elder and Steven C. Rocke-
feller.  Boston: Beacon Press, 1992. 
 
ÒThe Search for a Democratic Environmental Ethic.Ó  Occasional Paper of the Joan B. Kroc In-
stitute for International Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame. 31pp.  South Bend, Indiana, 
1992. 
 
ÒSustainable Development: A New Global Ethic? (Parts I and II)Ó  The Eco-Justice Quarterly 12 
(Winter 1991-92): 4-7, 15 and (Spring 1992): 4-7. 
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 Reprinted as ÒThe Development Debate: Coalition for a New Alternative?Ó in Eco-
justice: the Unfinished Journey, pp. 223-232.  Edited by William E. Gibson.  Albany: State Uni-
versity of New York Press, 2002. 
 
ÒSpecial Overview: The Role of Ethics, Culture and Religion in Conserving Biodiversity: A 
Blueprint for Research and Action.Ó  In Ethics, Religion and Biodiversity, pp. 183-214.  Edited 
by Lawrence Hamilton.  Cambridge, England: White Horse Press, 1993. 
 
ÒChapter 2: Economic and Ethical Issues.Ó  With C. Ford Runge, Gary R. Krieger, and Joan 
Gibb Engel.  In Accident Prevention Manual for Business and Industry: Environmental Man-
agement.  Edited by Gary R. Krieger.  Itasca, Illinois: National Safety Council, 1994. 
 
ÒEnvironment,Ó  ÒGreen,Ó  and ÒUnitarian Universalist.Ó  With Joan Montagnes.  In Dictionary 
of Ethics, Theology, and Society.  Edited by Paul A. B. Clarke and Andrew Linzey.  London: 
Routledge, 1995.  
 
ÒReligion and Environment.Ó  In The Encyclopedia of Bioethics, revised edition, pp. 707-714.  
Editor in chief, Warren T. Reich.  New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1995. 
 
ÒSustainable Development.Ó  In The Encyclopedia of Bioethics, revised edition, pp.2456-2462.  
Editor in chief, Warren T. Reich.  New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1995. 
 
ÒBibliography of Writings by James Luther Adams.Ó  With Irene P. Baros-Johnson and Richard 
T. Lauer.  In James Luther Adams, Not Without Dust and Heat, An Autobiography, pp. 427-452.  
Chicago: Exploration Press at Chicago Theological Seminary, 1995. 
 
ÒCritical Survey: The Struggle to Integrate Ecology, Justice, and Christian Faith.Ó  With Peter 
Bakken.  In Peter W. Bakken, Joan Gibb Engel, and J. Ronald Engel, Ecology, Justice, and 
Christian Faith: A Critical Guide to the Literature, pp.1-38.  Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 
1995. 
 
ÒThe Religious Authority of Democracy: James Luther AdamsÕs Agenda for Empirical Theol-
ogy.Ó  American Journal of Theology and Philosophy 16, 2 (January, 1996):29-50. 
 
ÒThe Post WWII Eco-Justice Movement in Christian Theology: Patterns and Issues.Ó  American 
Journal of Theology and Philosophy 18, 1 (January, 1997): 9-20. 
 
ÒEmerson, Earth Spirituality, and the Environmental Crisis: A Response to Joel Kovel.Ó Relig-
ious Humanism XXXI, 1 & 2 (winter/spring 1997): 46-56. 
 
ÒThe Faith of Democratic Ecological Citizenship.Ó  Hastings Center Report, Special Supple-
ment, 28/6 (November-December 1998): S31-S41. 
 
ÒCreation Spirituality is a Many-Splendored Thing!Ó  Journal of Liberal Religion 1/2 (April, 
2000).  www.meadville.edu/LL_JournalLR.htm 
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ÒThe Earth Charter as a New Covenant for Democracy.Ó In Just Ecological Integrity: the Ethics 
of Maintaining Planetary Life, pp. 37-52.   Edited by Peter Miller and Laura Westra.   Lanham, 
Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 2002. 
 
ÒThe Vision of Ecological Democracy.Ó Chicago Wilderness VI/1 (Fall, 2002): 30-31. 
 
ÒThe Gift, Denial, and Promise of Community in Metropolis: A Review Article of Chicago Me-
tropolis 2020 by Elmer W. Johnson.Ó With Paul Heltne.  The Common Good: A Journal of Faith 
and Public Issues (Autumn, 2002): 2-7. 
 
ÒA Covenant Model for Global Ethics.Ó  Worldviews: Religion, Culture, Ethics 8/1 (Winter, 
2004): 29-46.  
 
ÒIndiana Dunes.Ó  In The Encyclopedia of Chicago, pp. 409-410.  Edited by James Grossman, 
Ann Durkin Keating, and Janice Reiff.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004.  
 
ÒBiosphere Reserves and World Heritage Sites.Ó  In Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature.     Ed-
ited by Bron Taylor.  London: Thoemmes Continuum, 2005. 
 
ÒThe Moral Power of the World Conservation Movement to Engage Economic Globalization.Ó  
George Wright Forum 22/3 (September, 2005): 58-71. 
 
ÒThe Earth Charter Covenant.Ó  In The Earth Charter in Action: Toward a Sustainable World, 
pp. 38-40.  Edited by Peter Corcoran, Mirian Vilela, Alide Roerink.   Amsterdam: KIT Publish-
ers, 2005.              
 
ÒMaking the Earth Covenant: The Earth Charter and the Eastern European Revolutions.Ó  In 
Democracy, Nature, Pragmatism.  Edited by Leslie Muray and Jon Taylor.  New York: Peter 
Lane, 2006. 
 
ÒThe Visitors to Duneland Studio: Frank V. Dudley and the Early Movement to Save the Indiana 
Dunes.Ó With Joan G. Engel.  In The Indiana Dunes Revealed: the Art of Frank V. Dudley.  Ed-
ited by James Dabbert.  Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 2006.  
 
ÒA New Covenant of Covenants for the World Community: the Meaning of Global Citizenship 
in the 21st Century.Ó  In Sustaining Life On Earth: Environmental and Human Health Through 
Global Governance.  Edited by Colin Soskolne.    Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 
2006. 
 
ÒWho Will Speak for the Spirit of These Waters?Ó  In Earth and the Word: Sermons on Ecology, 
Creation, Nature, and Justice.  Edited by David Rhoads and George Zachariah.   Minneapolis: 
Fortress, forthcoming. 
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